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Theological PRorosrTt6Ns, 


„ ied be ee By ,, 


ROBERT BARCLAT, 


In his Apology for the True Chriſtian 
Divinity, as the ſame is beld forth 
and Preached, by the People called. 


5 The Firſt Propoſition. 
(onterning the True Foundatiqn of Knowledge. 
EEING the heighth of all Happi- 


neſs 15 placed in the True Knowledge 
of God, (This is Life Eternal, to know 
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mow thou haſt. ſent). the true and right Un- 
ktanding of this Foundation, and Ground 
Knowledge, is that which is moſt neceſſary 
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thee the only true God, and Jeſus Ch 
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I) he Second Propoſition. | 
| x 9 + 20 ; | 5 6 k | ne 
Concerning Immediate Revelation. | D 


Seeing no Man knoweth the Father but the Son, I 5b 
and he to whom. the Son revealeth him; and ſeeing i 
the Revelation of the Son is in and by the Spirit; I (i 
therefore the Teſtimony of the Spirit is that I th 
alone, by which the true Knowledge of God I xr 
hath been, is, and can be only revealed; who, 2; 
as by the Moving of his own Spirit, converted fa 
the Chaos of this World into that wonderful 5 
Order, wherein it was in the beginning; and I 0 
created Man a Living Soul, to Rule and Go- I (f 
vern it; fo by the Revelation of the ſame Spi- Re 
rit, he hath manifeſted himſelf all along unto 9: 
the Sons of Men, both Patriarchs, Prophets ©, 
and Apoſtles; which Revelations of God by cot 
the Spirit, whether by outward Voices and Re 

Appearances, Dreams, or inward objective ¶ tio 
Manifeſtations in the Heart, were of Old the 
formal Object of their Faith, and remaineth pet 
ſo to be; ſince the Object of the Saints Faith u 
the ſame in all. Ages, tho? {et forth under divers 
Adminiſtrations. * Moreover, theſe Divine In- 

ward Revelations, which we make abſolutely 1 
neceſſary for the Building up of True Faith tot 
neither do not can ever contradict the outWar'l Tr 
Teſtimony of the - Scriptures, or right and cal 

found. Reaſon. Yet from hence it w ill not div 
follow, that theſe Divine Revelations are t ah} 
be ſubjected to the Examination, either of th jj, 

outward Teſtimony of the Scriptures, 7 w 
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Natural Reaſon of Man, as to a more | 


„ forcing by its own evidence and clearneſs, the 
g Well-diſpoſed Underſtanding to aſſent, irre- 
t; ſiſtably moving the ſame thereunto, even as 
at the common Principles of Natural Traths move 
od and incline the Mind to a Natural aſſent: (Such 
10, as are theſe, That the whole is greater than the 
ed WI port; that two contradiffory Sayings cannot be 


ful W both true, or falſe) which is allo manifeſt ac- . | 
nd © cording to our Adverſaries Principle, who 

30-  (luppoſing the Poſſibility of Inward Divine 

PF Revelations) will nevertheleſs confeſs with us, 

into that neither Scripture nor ſound Reaſon will 
eto oontradict it: And yet it will not follow, ac- | 


by FF cording to them, that the Sgrjpture, or ſound = 
and Reaſon, ſhould be ſubjected to the Examina- | 
hure ton of the Divine Revelations in the Heart. 


the | cr 
1. The Third Propoſition. | 
Iver 5 Concerning the Scriptures. F | 


From theſe Revelations of the Spirit of God | 
bthe Saints, have proceeded the Scriptures of 
Truth, which contains, 1. A faithful Hiſtori- | 
al Account of the Actings of God's People in 

vers Ages, with many ſingular and Remark- 
ble Providences attending them. 2. A Pro- 
Petical Account of ſeveral things, whereof | 
"al care already paſt, and ſome yet to come. 
"Þ A tull and ample Account of. all the chief } 


Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, held forth 
in divers precious Declarations, Exhortations 
and Sentences, which, by the Moving of God's 
_ Spirit, were at ſeveral times, and upon ſundry 
occaſions, ſpoken and written unto ſome Chur- 
ches and their Paſtors. Nevertheleſs, becauſe 


they are only a Declaration of the Fountain, 
and not the Fountain it ſelf, therefore they are 
not to be eſteemed the Principal Ground of all 
Truth and Knowledge, nor yet the adequate 
primary Rule of Faith and Manners. Neverthe. 
leſs, as that which giveth a true and faithful 
Teſtimony of the firſt Foundation, they are 
and may be eſteemed a ſecondary Rule, ſubor- 
dinatè to the Spirit, from which they have al 
their excellency and certainty; for as by the 
Inward Teſtimony of the Spirit we do alone 
truly know them, ſo they teſtifie, that the 
Spirit is that Gdſde, by which the Saints are 
led into All Truth; therefore, according to the 
Scriptures, the Spirit is the firſt and principal 
Leader. And ſeeing we do therefore receive 
and believe the Scriptures, becauſe they pro- 
ceeded from the Spirit, therefore alſo the Spt- 
rit is more originally and principally the Rule, 
according to that received Maxim in the 
Schools, Propter quod unumquodque eſt tale, illud 
ipſum eſt magis tale. Engliſhed thus: That for 
_ 4 thing is ſuch, that thing it ſelf is more 
fach. | 1 


of] The Fourth Propoſition. 
y oncerning the Condition of. Man in the Fall. 


uſe ! All Adam's Poſterity (or Mankind) both 
in. Jews and Gentiles, as to the firſt Adam (or 

Ml Farthly Man) is Fallen, Degenerated, and 
Dead; deprived the Senſation of (or feeling) 
of this Inward Teſtimony, or Seed of God, and 
is ſubject unto the Power, Nature, and Seed 
of the Serpent, which he ſows in Mens 
Hearts, while they abide in this Natural and 
Corrupted State: From whence it comes, 
That not their Words and Deeds only, but all 
their Imaginations are Evil perpetually 1n the 
light of God, as proceeding from this depraved 
and wicked Seed. Man therefore, as he is in | 
this State, can know nothifWaright ; yea, his | 
Thoughts and Conceptions concerning God. 
and things Spiritual (until he be and | 


| 
' 
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from this evil Seed, and united to the Divine 
Light) are unprofitable both to himſelf anc | 
others. Hence are rejected the Socinian ant 
Pelagian Errors, in exaltinga Natural Light | 
as alſo the Papiſts, and moſt of Proteſtants | 
who affirm, That Man without the true Grace 
of God, may be a true Miniſter. of the Goſpel. 
Nevertheleſs, this Seed is not imputed: to In- 
ants, until by Tranſgreſſion they actually 
yn themſelves therewith; for they are b) 
Nature the Children of Wrath, who walk ac- 
cording to the Power of the Prince of the Air. 
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4 The Fifth and Sixth Propoſitions. 
Concerning the Univerſal Redemption by Chriſt, 

| and alſo the Saving and Spiritual Light, where. 
| | with every Man is Enlightned. 
| 


| : The Fifth Propoſition. 


8. Gad, out of his Infinite Love, who delighteth 
5 not in the Death of a Sinner, but that all ſhould 
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| 6. Live and be Saved, hath ſo loved the World, 
that he hath given his only Son a Light, that 


whoſoever believeth in him ſhould be Saved; why 


and maketh manifeſt all things that are Repro- 
| vable, and teacheth all Temperance, Righteou|- 
| neſs, and Godlineſs. And this Light Enlight- 
| neth the Hearts.@f all in a Day, in order to 
Salvation, if not Reſiſted. Nor is it leſs Uni- 
verſal than the Seed of Sin, being the Purchaſe 
of his Death, who taſted Death for every Man, 
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| be made alive. f * | 


| | The Sixth Propoſition. | 


| 


they ſay, God makes uſe of, to manifeſt th 
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5. Enl ightneth every Man that cometh into the World, 


ts. For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt all ſbul 
JS 12k tp # 2 


According to which Principle (or Hyothe- 
) all the Gbjections againſt the Univerſality 
pf Chriſt's Death, are eaſily ſolved; neither 
it needful to recur to the Miniſtry of Angels, 
and thoſe other Miraculous Means, Which 


Doctrine 


Doctrine and Hiſtory of Chriſt's Paſſion, unto 
Iſuch who (living in thoſe places of the World, 
/ where the outward Preaching of the Goſpel is 
' 


e- 


common Grace: For hence it well follows, 


that as ſome of the Old Philoſophers might | || 


have been faved ; ſo alſo may ſome now (who 
by Providence are caſt into thoſe remote Parts 


Hiſtory is wanting) be made Partakers of the 
Divine Myſtery, if they Receive and Reſiſt 
not-that Grace, A Mamfeft ation whereof is given 


Doctrine then being received (ro wit) That 


unknown) have well improved the firſt and 


of the World, where the Knowledge of the 


to every Man to profit withal. This certain, 


Grace in all, the Univerſality of the Love and 
Mercy of God towards Mankind (both in the 


Man; not only for all kinds of Men, as ſome 


vainly talk; but for every one of all kinds : The 


Benefit of whoſe Offering is not only extended 
to ſuch, who have the diftin& outward Know- 
edge of his Death and Sufferings, as the ſame | 


there is an Evangelical and Saving Light and | 


confeſs to be very Profitable and Comfortable,- 
but not abſolutely Needful unto ſuch, from. 
ne om God himſelf hath with-held it; yep 


Wy 


| 


Death of his Beloved Son, the Lord Jeſus | || 
Chriſt, and in the Maniteſtation. of the Light | | 
in the Heart) is eſtabliſhed and confirmed, | 
againſt all the Objections of ſuch: as deny it. 
Therefore Chriſt hath taſted Death for every l 


s declared in the Scriptures; | but even unto | 
ality thoſe, who are neceſſarily excluded from the 
ither ! Benefit of this Knowledge by ſome inevitable | |! | 

. Accident. Which Knowledge we willingly | | | 


30. 


| they may be made Partakers of the Myſtery 

of his Death (tho? Ignorant of the Hiſtory) if 

they ſuffer his Seed and Light (Inlightning 

their Hearts) to take place (in which Light, 

! Communion with the Father and Son is enjoy- 

ed) ſoasof Wicked Men to become Holy, and 

Lovers of that Power, by whoſe inward and lf th 
ſecret Touches, they feel themſelves turned 
from the Evil to the Good, and learn to do tg 
others, as they would be done by ; in which Chriſt 
himſelf affirms all to be included. As they 
have then Fallly and Erroneouſly Taught, 
who have denied Chriſt to have Died for all 
Men; ſo neither have they ſufficiently Taught | 
the Truth, who affirming him to have 
Dicd for all, have added the abſolute neceſſity 
of the outward Knowledge thereof, in order 
to the obtaining its ſaving Effect: Among 
whom the Remonſtrants of Holland have been 
chiefly wanting, and many other aſſertors of 
Univerſal Redemption; in that they have not 
placed the Extent of his Salvation in that 
Divine and Evangelical Principle of Light 
and Life, wherewith Chriſt hath Enlightned 
every Man that mes into the World; which 
is Excellently and Evidently held forth in 
theſe Scriptures, Geneſis 6. 3. Deuteronom 


14. John 1. 77 8, 9. Romans 10. 8. Titus 


2, 11. 
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The Seventh Propoſition. | 


Concerning Tuſl ification. 


As many as reſiſt not this Light, but receive 


the ſame, in them is produced a holy, pure 
and ſpiritual Birth, bringing forth Holineſs, 


Righteouſneſs, Purity, and all thoſe other : | 


bleſſed Fruits, which are acceptable to God; 
by which holy Birth (to wit) 955 Chriſt form- 
ed within us, and working hi 1 

as we are Sanctified, ſo are we Juſtified in the 


ſight of God, according to the Apoitle's 


Words, But ye are Waſhed, but ye are Sanctified, 


but ye are Juſtified in the Name of the Lord Je- . 
, and by the Spirit of our God. Therefore |) 


t is not by our Works wrought in our Will, 
nor yet by Good Works, conſidered as of 
themſelves; but by Chriſt, who is both the 


Gift and the Giver, and the Cauſe producing 
the Effects in us; who, as he hath reconciled 


us While we were Enemies, doth alſo in his 
Wiſdom fave us, and Juſtifie us after this 
manner; as ſaith the ſame Apoſtle elſewhere, 


According to his Mercy he hath ſaved us, by the n 
roſing of Regeneration, and the renewing of the 


Holy Ghoſt. x 


us Works in us, 


[ | 
w | 


| 
1 


f 
| 


. 


13 
- 


. 


| 
N * 


4 


1 1 
Ip 


To 
The Eighth Propofition, 
Cc oncerning Perfection. 


4 In whom this Holy and Pure Birth is fully 
6 8 brought forth, the Body of Death and Sin comes 
6. to be crucified and removed, and their Hearts 
united and ſubjected unto the Truth, ſo as not 


to obey any Suggeſtion or Temptation of the E. 
vil One, but to be tree from aCtual Sinning, and 
tranſgreſſing of the Law of God, and in that 
reſpect, Perfect. Yet doth this Perfection 
ſtill admit of a Growth; there remaineth a 
Poſſibility of Sinning, where the Mind doth 


not moſt diligently and watchfully attend un- 


to the Lord. 


The Ninth Propoſition. 


falling from Grace. 


; | | Altheugh this Gift, and inward Grace of | 


God, be ſufficient to work out Salvation; yet 


- in thoſe in whom it is reſiſted, it both may, | 
and doth become their Condemnation. More- 


over, in whom it hath wrought in part, to 


Purifie and Sanctifie them, in order to their 


further Perfection, by diſobedience ſuch may 
fall from it, and turn it to Wantonneſs, making 


-6 Shipwrack of Faith, and after having taſted of 
the Heavenly Gift, and been made Partakers of 
the 
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Holy Ghoſt, again fall away. Yet fuch an 


C oncerning . Perſeverance, and the poſſibility of 
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increaſe and ſtability in the Truth, may, inan 
this Life, be attained, from which there can-. | | 
not be a total Apoſtacy. * 


- 
The Tenth Propofition. | | 


| 
Concerning the Miniſtry. | 
As by this Gift, or Light of God, all true 
Knowledge in things Spiritual is received and 
revealed; ſo, by the ſame, as it is manifeſted | | 

and received in the Heart, by the ſtrength and 

power thereof, every true Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel is ordained, prepared, and ſupplied in the | | 
| Work of the Miniſtry : And by the leading, | | 
moving, and drawing hereof, ought every E- | ! 
vangeliſt and Chriſtian Paſtor to be lead and 
ordered in his Labour and Work of the Gof- | | 
pel, both as tothe place where, as to the Per- 
bs to whom, and as to the Times when he is 
to Miniſter. Moreover, who have this Au- 
' of tiority, may and ought to Preach the Goſpel; 
tho without Humane Commiſſion or Litera- 


ta. 1 
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ture; as on the other hand, who want the Au- 
'yet thority of this Divine Gift, however Learned 
ay, ll © Authorized by the Commiſſions of Men | 
ore. and Churches, are to be eſteemed but as De- 


ceivers, and not True Miniſters: of the Goſpel. | | 
Alſo, who have received this holy and un- 
red Gift; as they have freely received, ſo are M 
they freely to give, Without Hire or Bargain- 
ng, tar leſs to uſe it as a Trade to get Money 
Mit: Yet if God hath called any from their 
an Wl nployments, or Trades, by which they Ac- | | 
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quire their Livelihood, it may be lawful for 
ſuch (according to the Liberty which they in 
feel given them in the Lord) to receive fuck 

8 wit) what may be needful to 4 
them for Meat and Cloathing, as are freely H 
given them by thoſe, to whom they have ll 


communicated Spirituals. 0 
| ö 1 0 
The Eleventh Propoſition. y 

2 3 : pl 

Concerning Worſhip. Z 5 


All true and acceptable Worſhip to God, is ſh 
offered in the Inward and Immediate Moving 
and drawing of his own Spirit, which is nei- 
ther limited to Places, Times, or Perſons. For 
tho we are to Worſhip Him always, in that 
We are to Fear before Him; yet as to the out- 
ward Signification thereof in Prayers, Praiſes, 
or Preachings, we ought not to do it where I * 
and when we will, but where and when we the 
are moved thereunto by the ſecret Inſpirations 0 
of his Spirit in our Hearts, which God heareth 'n 
and accepteth of, and is never wanting to f 


move us thereugto, when need is; of Which 10 
He Himſelf is the alone Proper Judge. All " 


other Worſhip then, both Praiſes, Prayers and + 
Preachings, which Man ſets about in his o] WW © 
Will, and at his own Appointment, which 


he can both begin and end at his Pleaſure, do * 
or leave undone, as himſelf ſees meet; whe- 55 
ther they be a preſcribed Form, as a Liturg 90 


or Prayers conceived extemporarily, by t = 
Natural Strength and Faculty of the ra 
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they are all but Superſtitions, Will-wor ſhip, bar 
| and abominable Idolatry in the fight of God ; aa, 
j which are to be denied, rejected, and ſepa- 3, 
o rated from, in this Day of his Spiritual Ariſing, | 8 
y However it might have pleaſed him (who ae 
e | winked at the times of Ignorance, with reſpect 
to the Simplicity and Integrity of ſome, and 
of his own Innocent Seed, which lay as it 
were buried in the Hearts of Men, under the 
Maſs of Superſtition) to blow upon the dead 
and dry Bones, and to raiſe ſome Breathings, 
and anſwer them; and that until the Day 
iz {hould more clearly dawn and break forth. 


1 3 

4 | The Twelfth Propoſition. 

or | 93 | e 5 | 
at. Concerning Baptiſm. _ 0 
1. 3 „„ 
es As there is One Lord, and Qse Faith, ſo there g | 


is One Baptiſm; which is not the putting away” 


the Filth of the Fleſh, but the anſwer of a 2 
4 6 


Conſcience before God, by the Reſurrection o 
th % Chriſt. And this Baptiſm is a pure and 4 
to spiritual Thing; to wit, the Baptiſm of thße 
ich Pirit and Fire, by which we are buried with 
al , that being waſhed and purged from our | 
nd Sins, we may walk in newneſs of Life; of which ic 
1 


the Baptiſm of John was a Figure, which was 
commanded for a time, and not to continue 
for ever. -As to the Baptiſm of Infants, it is 
à meer Humane Tradition, for which neither 
Precept nor Practice is to be found in all the 
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The Thirteenth Propoſition. 


Concerning the Communion, or Participation of 0 
the Bod) and Blood of Chriſt. c 


The Communion of the Body and Blood of ll * 
Chriſt is Inward and Spiritual, which is the Par- ft 
ticipation of his Fleſh and Blood, by which d 
the Inward Man is daily Nouriſhed in the 0 
Hearts of thoſe in whom Chriſt dwells: of ll © 
which things the breaking of Bread by Chriſt Il * 
with his Diſciples was a Hgure, which they Il * 
even uſed in the Church for a time, who had Ill © 
received the Subſtance, for the cauſe of the . 
Weak; even as abſtaining from things ſtrangled, | 
and from Blood; the waſhing one anothers Feet, 


and the anointing of the Sick with Oyl ; all which | 
are was Fr no leſs Authority and | 
Solemnity than the former: Yet ſeeing they 
are but the Shadows of better things, they | 
ceaſe in ſuch as have obtained the Subſtance. 


The Fourteenth Propofition, 


Concerning the Pomer of the Civil Magiſtrate, in 
Natters purely Religious, and pertaining i} 


the Conſcience. 


| Since God hath aſſumed to himſelf the} 
Power and Dominion of the Conſcience, who 
alone can rightly inſtru and govern it; therey 
fore it is not lawful for any whatſoever, DB 
Virtue of any Authority or Principality the 
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hear in the Government of this World, total | 
force the Conſciences of others; and therefore 52 1 
il Killing, Baniſhing, Fining, Impriſoning,ag.| | 


and other ſuch: things, which Men are affli- In 


of aed with, for the alone Exerciſe of their Con- ; 4 
ſcience, or difference in Worſhip or Opinion, 
| of proceedeth fr om the Spirit of Cain, the Mur- | | 
therer, and is contrary to the Truth; provi- 

ded always, that no Man, under the pretence | 
of Conſcience, prejudice his Neighbour in his 75 
Of Life or Eſtate, or do any thing deſtructive ta, 
or inconſiſtent with Humane Society; in 
| 
] 
| 


which Caſe the Law is for the Tranſgreſſor, | 
had! and Juſtice to be adminiſtred upon all, with-= | i8 
the but reſpect of Perſons. | : ** 


led nn ob, | 

Feet, The Fifteenth Propoſition. (2 

hich WM es | | | 

and Concerning Salutations and. Rasreations, &c. | 

they | 1 3 {© 
0 Seeing the chief End of all Religion, is to 


deem Man from the Spirit and vain Conver- yy. | 
ation of this World, and to lead into inward 11 
Communion with God, before whom, if we % 
kar always, we are accounted Happy; there- 4| 
bre all the vain Cuſtoms and Habits thereof, 
both in Word and Deed, are to be rejected and 
brſaken by thoſe who come to this Fear; ſuch © 
is the taking off the Hat to a Man, the Bow- | 
ugs and Cringings of the Body, and ſuch o 
er Salutations of that kind, with all the | 
boliſh and ſuperſtitious Formalities attending 
dem; all which Man has invented in his de. 

| generate 
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de State, O his Pride in the van 
erate Statè, to feed his Pride in the val 


/Unprofitable Plays, Frivolous Recreation, 
Sportings and Gimings, which. are invented 
; 


to paſs away the Precious; Time, and divert 
the Mind from the Witneſs of God in the 


and from that Evangelical Spirit, wherewith 
Chriſtians ought to be leavened, and which leads 


which, as we abide, the Bleſſing of the Lord 
zs felt to attend us in thoſe Actions, in which 
we are neceſſarily engaged, in order * th 
taking care for the Suſtenance of the outward 


omp and Glory of this World; as alſo the 


Heart, and from the Living Senſe of his Fear 


into Sobriety, Gravity, and Godly Fear; in 


Man. 2 
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